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FAR FROM COMMON, COCHISE COUNTY’S TREASURES ARE ONE-OF-A-KIND
Cochise County, Ariz. (Dec. 2, 2005) – Searching for something out-of-the-ordinary? In southeastern Arizona’s Cochise County encounters range from the celestial to Wild West to downright quirky. 
A Room with a View

And what a view it is! The Skywatcher’s Inn near Benson houses the Vega Bray Observatory. The celestial viewing center makes a stay in one of this hotel’s four guest rooms among the most unique lodging experiences in the state.  Telescopes range in size from six to twenty inches in diameter and are available for beginners, aided by one of the inn’s Starguides, or experienced astronomers. 

Visitor Info: Skywatcher’s Inn (520) 586-7906, www.SkywatchersInn.com 

Collectible Campers

Eleven campers line the Shady Dell’s lot in Bisbee. But this is no ordinary trailer park. Vintage Spartanettes and Airstreams are among those restored to the original styles of the late 1940s and early 1950s. Antique dealers founded the Shady Dell adding a refurbished 1957 El Rey and a 1954 Crown. Current owners Laura Chumley and Wesley Barchenger then increased the fleet with a 1957 Airfloat and a 1947 Airporter bus that has been transformed into a “Polynesian Palace.” Dot’s Diner, an on-site favorite, serves breakfast and lunch in a fully restored period diner Wednesday through Sunday. 

Visitor info: The Shady Dell, (520) 432-3567 or www.TheShadyDell.com  

Arizona’s ‘Texas Kate’

She dazzles the crowds as she flips, twists and dances on the back of a horse. “Texas Kate” is the stage name for Jaye Kukowski, a professional rodeo trick rider who won the World Championships in 1996 and 1998. Today, visitors marvel during the Texas Kate Show as amazing stunts are performed twice a day in a Tombstone arena. Pure family fun, Kukowski’s all-animal show—featuring rescued horses, a donkey and dogs—entertains with plenty of stunts and comedy. 
Visitor Info: That’s Western Entertainment at (520) 457-3281 or www.ThatsWestern.com.  

Arizona Folks, Arizona Lore

Each weekend, Dolan Ellis pays homage to the songs, legends, myths and poetry of the West at the Arizona Folklore Preserve near Sierra Vista. Since 1966, every Arizona governor has designated Ellis the Official State Balladeer. An original member of the '60s group, The New Christy Minstrels, he continues to champion folk artists. Each weekend Ellis invites artists from around the Southwest to showcase their talents in the Preserve’s intimate indoor theatre. Ellis says that folk singers have always had a difficult time finding a place in which their talents can thrive. He provides just that with his unique amphitheater and bookstore. 

Visitor Info: Arizona Folklore Preserve, (520) 378-6165 or www.arizonafolklore.com 

Roughing it—in Style
What better place to spend a night in the county named after legendary Apache warrior Cochise than in a structure modeled after an authentic tipi? The uncommon lodging at Cochise Stronghold Bed & Breakfast gives guests ample opportunity for outdoor experience without roughing it. With an evergreen forest of oak, juniper and manzanita surrounding, owners John and Nancy Yates built the 20-foot-diameter tipi with a nod to the area’s Native American history and culture. It boasts a lodge pole pine frame, high-quality, heavy canvas, wood burning stove and Southwest décor infused with Native American accents. 
Visitor Info: Cochise Stronghold Bed & Breakfast, 520-826-4141 www.cochisestrongholdbb.com 
Time Travel in Douglas
Douglas, a city on the Mexican border with international flavors, is full of history. Visitors can study Douglas’s history relative to world events inside the Douglas Visitors Center. Its timeline shows world events on top half of the eight-foot mural, with corresponding Douglas milestones on the bottom half. Many of the timeline’s tidbits will surprise visitors. For example, during mining’s heydays in southeastern Arizona, Douglas’s Copper Queen smelter processed almost 21 million pounds of copper each month. Another tidbit: the town’s population in 1918 was 17,000—about the same as it is today. 

Visitor info: Douglas Visitors Center, (520) 364-2478 or toll-free, (888) 315-9999
Big Birds, but not on Sesame Street

The big birds that winter in Cochise County are not quite as tall as the Sesame Street character, but they are a sight to behold. As many as 24,000 sandhill cranes come from parts foreign and wild. Cranes, bald eagles and golden eagles trust their instincts to lead them to Sulphur Springs Valley, between Willcox and Douglas. Hawk Stalks, River Walks and Wetlands tours are available through birding organizations. 
Visitor info: Willcox Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture, 520-384-2272 or www.willcoxchamber.com  
The Old West on 10 acres
This movie set is no façade. The buildings at Gammons Gulch, near Benson, depict the Old West on 10 acres. Walk through the set with its 1880’s western town, complete with mining camp, hotel, blacksmith, and, of course, a saloon. Gammons Gulch has provided scenic backdrops for movies, commercials and videos. Some of its authentic buildings and apparatus include original assay equipment (used to determine ore quality) from a Tombstone mining business, which operated in the days of Wyatt Earp. The town is open for tours, and owner Jay Gammon has plenty of yarns to spin about his dad, who was John Wayne’s bodyguard. 

Visitor Info: Gammons Gulch at (520) 212-2831, www.gammonsgulch.com. 
The ‘Shady’ Lady of Tombstone

They may be pushing up daisies in Boot Hill Cemetery but, just down the street, the Lady Banksia Rose Tree, sent to Tombstone from Scotland in the late1800s, is firmly planted at the Rose Tree Inn and growing like there’s no tomorrow. With its massive trunk, this rose tree, draped across an arbor, covers an incredible 9,000 square feet. It provides fragrant shade for Tombstone visitors, and both Ripley’s Believe It or Not and Guinness have cited this "shady lady" as the largest rose "bush" in the world. It blooms in April during the town’s Rose Festival.

Visitor info: The Rose Tree Inn, (520) 457-3326
Hello Norma Jean

The Grand Café began serving customers in Douglas about a decade ago with three pictures of Marilyn Monroe hanging on the wall. The clientele responded, sending more pictures. Now the walls are filled with photographs of the blond bombshell. Hungry patrons sup on authentic Mexican fare while viewing this pictorial tribute to Norma Jean. 

Visitor info: The Grand Café, (520) 364-2344
Located in southeastern Arizona, Cochise County is one of the most culturally, historically and geographically diverse areas in the American Southwest. Its legendary communities—Benson, Bisbee, Douglas, Tombstone, Sierra Vista and Willcox—were strategically located less than a day’s journey by stagecoach and are now just a short drive from one another. 

For more information about Cochise County, contact the Cochise County Tourism Council at 1-800-862-5273 or visit their website at www.explorecochise.com.
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